
Dear Members
Message from the President
The Women’s Giving Circle has had a busy summer!  On May 5, we hosted an 
informational member brunch at Camp Aldersgate in Little Rock. Camp Aldersgate 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to serving individuals with special needs and 
senior adults in a camp environment. Through grants from the Women’s Giving 
Circle to the Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design, Camp Aldersgate has 
benefited from several projects over the years.  In 2005, we awarded $15,000 for 
first-year architecture students to design and build an amphitheater and stage for the 
camp’s participants.  Our members enjoyed brunch, a tour of the Aldersgate campus 
from Kerri Daniels, director of development, and a presentation from David Jolliffe, 
a professor from the Department of English, about literacy and the impact our 
organization has had in the Delta. 
 

Also, this summer, I had the opportunity to visit two of the Design Camps that were funded through 
our grants.  WGC Design Camp is a community outreach program of the Fay Jones School to provide an 
enriching educational experience and opportunity for learning, self-discovery and self-expression for youth 
in Arkansas.  Women’s Giving Circle members Harriet Phillips, Emily Money and I attended the closing 
camp ceremony in Little Rock, which featured designs by high school students for an alley gathering place in 
downtown Little Rock.  Emily and I also visited the closing camp ceremony in Wilson, Arkansas, at the Delta 
School and saw amazing building designs from younger students for a Delta School campus guest house.
 
As we plan for our annual meeting in October, I hope you will spread the word about the Women’s Giving 
Circle, encourage friends to join and share with them the wonderful projects we have funded.  We encourage 
you to bring guests to the meeting in October, so that they can see first-hand what an inspiring group of 
women we have gathered.  Our voice and our impact will be stronger with numbers and our state will greatly 
benefit.
       See you in October!
       Melissa McIlroy Hawkins, President
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Save the Date for 

our "Sweet 16!"

This year, the Women’s Giving Circle will 
celebrate its 16th year of grant funding. Please 
make plans to join us at our fall reception and 

voting event.

OCTOBER 18
Fall Reception

The home of Marybeth Mayfield
611 N. Razorback Road

Fayetteville
5:30-7:00 p.m.

OCTOBER 19
Fall Voting Event

University House
1002 W. Maple Street

Fayetteville
8:30 a.m – 3:00 p.m.

Find us and follow us!

www.facebook.com/uarkWGC
www.instagram.com/uarkWGC
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Member Profile: Kelly Chaney
Growing up in 
Evening Shade, 
Kelly Chaney was 
told the University 
of Arkansas was too 
big for her. “They 
told me, ‘You’ll just 
be a number,’” she 
said. 

Now, Chaney is a 
number – and an 
important one at 
that. She’s one of 

the 139 members of the Women’s Giving Circle 
who believe in supporting innovative projects 
and programs on the University of Arkansas 
campus.

Chaney attended Arkansas State University – 
Beebe for her freshman year and transferred 
to the U of A as a sophomore. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Home Economics from 
the University of Arkansas and followed that 
with a Master of Science in secondary education 
from the University of Arkansas – Little Rock 
and a Master of Science in library media from 
the University of Central Arkansas. Chaney 
spent 25 years teaching in Cabot and England, 
Arkansas and another six teaching at the 
University of Arkansas – Little Rock. Most 
recently, she began a new position as the media 

specialist at Williams Magnet Elementary in 
Little Rock. 

One of Chaney’s hobbies is competing in 
pageants. She was named Mrs. All American 
Lady in 2018.

Chaney joined the Women’s Giving Circle after 
reading about it in a publication and has been a 
member for three years. Her favorite part of the 
circle is hearing about the different projects that 
are seeking funding. 

“There are some fantastic ideas there,” she said, 
noting that her favorite projects are the ones 
that focus on reading. “I love anything that puts 
books in the hands of kids,” she said. 

Voting for the projects is also enjoyable for 
Chaney. 

“I love when we have our discussions,” she said. 
“There are passionate discussions between 
members. I love the strong dialogue that goes 
on.”

Since joining, Chaney has encouraged her 
daughter to become a member as well, adding to 
the number of women making a difference.

“It’s an opportunity for a small donation to be a 
part of something huge,” she said. 

Anna Dooly and Nickole Hallmark are the 2018-2019 recipients 
of the Women’s Giving Circle Founders Endowed Advance 
Arkansas Scholarship. 

Anna Dooly is a freshman majoring in history 
and French and graduated high school from 
Northside in Fort Smith. She loves to travel,  
is passionate about history and chose the  
U of A because it’s a good proximity to her 
parents and four younger siblings. 

“I was super excited when I found out I was 
receiving this scholarship,” Dooly said. “I just really love school 
in general, and I’m excited about living on my own and meeting 
new people.”

Nickole Hallmark is a freshman majoring in 
education, and she ultimately wants to be an 
elementary counselor. Hallmark is a graduate 
of Elkins High School and works at Chik-fil-A 
in south Fayetteville. She chose the university 
because it’s close to home, and she says the 
Razorbacks have always been her family’s 
favorite team – win or lose!

“Receiving this scholarship was a total blessing,” Hallmark said.Congratulations, 
Anna and Nickole!

Scholarship Update



Project Spotlights
This summer, two camps that received funding from the 

Women’s Giving Circle visited the University of Arkansas campus.

Summer 2018
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The Women’s Giving Circle is continually working on 
technology updates for the grant submission and voting 
process to make things much easier for all involved. 
This year, the circle began the 2018 Grant Cycle with 26 
proposal submissions. The grants committee then pared 
them down to 15 proposals, then sent them electronically 
to the general WGC membership for further evaluation. 
The grants committee met again, and 11 were selected to 
move forward to the annual voting event. We know you 
will be impressed with the selection. 

Kellie Knight represented Women’s Giving Circle by 
serving on a panel at the August meeting of NWA 
Association of Fundraising Professionals. The topic was 
Targeting Women as Major Donors, and she shared 
highlights about the Women’s Giving Circle and how it 
has inspired additional giving to the university. Thanks for 
representing us and sharing our story, Kellie!

Hanah McNeill-Ritter
Debra S. Williams

Pearl McElfish
Courtney Freet

Julie Roblee
Stephanie Pugh

Paula Morris
Cindy Pugh

Margaret Sova McCabePlease welcome these new members 
since our last annual voting event!

News

The Fay Jones 
School of 
Architecture and 
Design hosted four 
of the Summer Design Camps this summer, 
in Fayetteville, Little Rock, Wilson and Hot 
Springs. The camps are spearheaded by 
Alison Turner, a clinical assistant professor in 
the Fay Jones School. This year, 98 students 
attended the camp in Fayetteville, with 63 
staying overnight in the dorms, and 28 were 
considered advanced campers. An additional 
18 students attended camp in Little Rock, 21 
in Wilson and eight in Hot Springs. 

The Biomedical Research Girls Camp, led by 
clinical assistant professor Tameka Jennings, 
visited the University of Arkansas campus 
in July. The girls conducted research in the 
lab, toured the campus, and visited local 
attractions such as the Botanical Gardens of 
the Ozarks and the Amazeum. The Women’s 
Giving Circle funded an initial grant for 
the camp in 2015 and helped launch this 
successful program.

Grant Process Update

WGC Highlighted 
at AFP


